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Impact of Demographic Change in Europe and in Regions

Scarcely populated areas and lower connectivity 

Long-term chronic, complex medical conditions  

Increased demand for social and health & care systems in terms of 

facilities, staff and supplies 

Lack of age-friendly living and working environments

Gap in digital skills for healthcare workforce and citizens/patients 

COVID-19 challenges (isolation, mental health) 

Lack of uptake of digital innovations and eServices



Lifecycle approach

Growing needs: 
healthcare, 
long-term care /  
mobility, connectivity, 
well-being

Formative years: 
life-long learning, healthy 
& active ageing

Working age: labour markets, 
productivity, innovation and 
business 
opportunitiesRetirement: volunteering, 

intergenerational relations / 
adequate, fair and 
sustainable pension 
systems, old 
age poverty

Territorial aspects
EU Care Initiative



• The European Commission has launched a Silver Economy strategy. It 
is estimated that by 2060 at least one in three Europeans will be over 65. 
If we take the right measures, the economy can grow, because Europe 
boasts an innovative ICT industry with both large companies and 
innovative SMEs, developing many new products and services.

• It is estimated that Active Ageing in good health will allow older people to: 
-travel more, 
-work longer, 
-learn new things
-live independently in our own homes. 

• Innovative new digital technologies and services can help us deliver:
- better and cheaper care for all
- integrated therapeutic solutions
- growing Health Tech Industry through innovations and products, such as 
care robots or mobile health applications monitoring health status and it 
offers 

• The Silver Economy offers: 
-new highly skilled tech jobs, 
-reskill low qualified population

Silver Economy

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/news-redirect/617876


AAL Achievements

The AAL Programme has 
delivered in multiple areas:

▪ It has helped develop solutions 
that are used by older adults 
and their networks, promising 
meaningful change to their lives

▪ AAL-funded solutions are being 
used by carers in formal health 
and care settings

▪ It has helped raise awareness, 
create new skills & 
collaborations, and lay the 
foundation for market segments 
across Europe

5

AAL has strengthen the 
Industrial base in Europe: 

• 31 solutions have been 
developed and commercially 
launched in 13 EU countries

• 24 AAL-funded projects or 12% 
of all projects launched a solution

• Growing number of paying 
customers of solutions contribute 
to increased revenue by 
companies

Achievement booklet: http://www.aal-europe.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/REVISED_AAL_8pp_new_goals_A4_LEGACY-DOCUMENT_ready.pdf

http://www.aal-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/REVISED_AAL_8pp_new_goals_A4_LEGACY-DOCUMENT_ready.pdf




103 Reference Sites and Twinnings



Digital transformation of health and care

We need to make the most of the potential of 

e-health to provide high-quality healthcare 

and reduce inequalities. I want you to work 

on the creation of a European Health Data 

Space to promote health-data exchange and 

support research on new preventive 

strategies, as well as on treatments, 

medicines, medical devices and outcomes. 

As part of this, you should ensure citizens 

have control over their own personal data.

Mission letter of Stella Kyriakides

Commissioner for Health



Primary and secondary uses of health data

• Timely and simplified exchange of and access to health data for different use cases, e.g. 

research on cancer, pharmacovigilance, etc., but also for healthcare provision.

Capacity buildingQuality of Data InfrastructureLegal/Governance

Better Research 

and Innovation

Better Policy 

Making

Better 

Healthcare

Includes 

telehealth/AI

Re-use of 

health data 

(secondary)

Use of 

health 

data 

(primary)
Legislative and 

non-legislative 

measures on e.g. 

governance 

(renewal of art. 

14 2011/24/EU), 

interoperability, 

citizens’ rights, 

EU-wide infrastructure 

for secondary uses 

(research 

infrastructures, data 

authorisation bodies, 

registries)

Cross-border 

infrastructure for health 

data exchange 

(MyHealth@EU)

FAIRification projects

Other mechanisms

Trainings, cross-

border cooperation, 

best practices, etc. 

through different 

funding sources 

(EU4Health, RRF)



New MFF and complementarity of investments 
in Digital

InvestEURRF

Financial 

instrument

Health

Telemedicine

eHDSI

Agriculture 

Funds

Making use of 

Big Data for 

CAP 

monitoring

Broadband 

rollout 

in rural areas

Leverage 

private capital

for 

investments

in SMEs, 

research, 

digital, 

infrastructure, 

skills…  

Connect

Scale-up

Modernise

Reskill and 

Upskill

20% digital

Cohesion

Digital 

connectivity 

in white and 

grey areas

Support to 

enterprises in 

line with Smart 

specialisation

Digital skills 

for all citizens

EU-wide collective effort

Strategic 

capacities: 

computing, 

data, testbeds, 

etc.

Advanced 

digital skills

EU-Wide 

deployment

Creative

Europe

Creative 

industry

Media

CEF

Broadband 

and 5G 

roll out

Connecting 

Communities

Digital

Europe

Horizon

Europe

Research

Innovation

National regional 

and local



Health in Digital Europe

Data spaces

Health data 
space

Testing and 
Experimentation 

Facilities

TEF 

for 

Health

Cybersecurity and 
trust

Support to the 
health sector

Accelerating best 
use of 

technologies

Digital 
Transformation 

of Health & 
Care

Digital 
Innovation 

Hubs

Cloud, data and Artificial Intelligence

Cancer Imaging Initiative and Genomics 



European Digital Innovation Hubs provide technological expertise and 
experimentation facilities to enable the digital transformation of the 
industry and the public sector

Test before invest: 

Testing HPC, AI, cybersecurity, blockchain for public 
admin

Facilitate agile procurement through working with smaller 
GovTech suppliers 

Giving advice on digital by default

Skills and training:

Awareness raising about the potential of AI, HPC, 
cybersecurity and European CEF DSIs.

Training public administrations on CEF DSIs, once only 
principle, Single Digital Gateway, eIDAS, etc. 

Support to find investments:

DIHs could help public administrations develop 
specifications for joint innovation procurement (PPI/PCP)

Innovation ecosystem and networking 
opportunities

Replicating  locally developed digital public services via 
DIHs

Offering CEF DSIs to SMEs Liaising with DIH of other 
specialisation

DIHs as one-stop-
shops



Medical technologies, Digital tools and Artificial Intelligence analytics to improve surveillance 
and care at high Technology Readiness Levels - H2020-SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2B





Reference Sites + Digital Innovation Hubs 
can scale-up Innovation across EU Regions

128 DIHs offer services to health 

and care actors and contribute to 

the digital transformation process in 

this sector

8 DIHs focus exclusively on digital 

health

DIH-HERO


